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GENERAL HARDEE AND THE ATLANTA 
CAMPAIGN 


LITTLE* 


Possibly the most acrimonious controversy concern- 
ing Confederate military operations the Civil War 
was the three-sided affair which broke out among the 
Southern generals and West Point graduates William 
Hardee, Joseph Johnston, and John Hood after 
the latter’s unsuccessful defense Atlanta and disas- 
trous invasion Tennessee. Smarting under the criti- 
cism which came him the result taking well- 
equipped army more than fifty thousand men and 
reducing twenty thousand six months’ cam- 
paign without producing any worthwhile achievement, 
Hood January, 1865, attempted justify himself 
lengthy report which accused Johnston hav- 
ing demoralized the army his defensive policy and 
Hardee having carried out his orders before Atlanta 
half-hearted way which brought about his defeat.! 
Johnston, who had been this time restored favor, 
answered stating that would prefer charges 
misstatements the but the end the war 
prevented this. Hardee, however, immediately replied 
with effective rejoinder which ably defended 
his conduct Atlanta and attributed the loss that 
key city Hood’s own 

* The author is a native of Alabama, a graduate of the University of Alabama, 

a graduate student of Columbia University where he received the M. A. degree, 

1. The War of the Rebellion:a Compilation of the Official Records of the Union 

and Confederate Armies (Washington, 1891), Serial No. 74, pp. 628-36. 


2. Telegram, Johnston to Cooper, April 1, 1865, ibid., No. 74, p. 637. 
8. Ibid., No. 74, pp. 697-703. 
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Later the charges were renewed Hood his book 

Advance and after Johnston had answered the 
original ones some length his volume Narrative 
Military this time had died, 
but his son-in-law and former adjutant, Roy, com- 
petently carried his defense through the medium 
well documented article the The Southern Histor- 
ical Society Among the material drawn 
Roy was letter from Hardee his wife, written dur- 
ing the campaign. Recently thirty-four such letters 
were located through the efforts the Alabama His- 
torical Records Survey and later lent the owner 
the Alabama State Department Archives and His- 
tory, where they are now accessible the investigator. 
These letters, which throw some new light the situ- 
ation, cover unfortunately only part the period 
the Atlanta campaign—that from June June 
and August August 30. 

Hardee nearly always included account the re- 
cent military happenings the letters his wife, 
whom had married only year before, and kind 
running diary events they have peculiar value 
which distinguishes them from more formal report 
written the end campaign. The does 
not include any letters covering the incessant maneu- 
vering during May which Sherman brought about 
Johnston’s retreat from Dalton Marietta, the violent 
actions before Atlanta during July, the final struggle 
near Jonesboro August and September 
unsuccessful effort has been made the author 
this paper locate the missing letters among the Har- 
dee Since Roy quoted from letter July 

not the Montgomery collection, apparently 


John Hood, Advance and Retreat (New Orleans, 1880), 

m nea, E. Johnston, Narrative of Military Operations (New York, 1874), 
262-370. 

L Roy, “General Hardee and the Military Operations around Atlanta,” 
in Southern Historical Society Papers, VIII (1880), 8387-87. 
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withdrew them use his reply Hood. Shortly aft- 
erward removed France and died there. per- 
sonal papers were left, according relatives. Valu- 
able and interesting the missing letters might be, the 
ones remaining give clear picture the relationship 
the three generals and, taken conjunction with 
other material, the handling the situation the 
Richmond administration. 

the end the year 1863 the military situation 
the Confederacy the older Southwest was serious and 
promised rapidly become desperate. virtually un- 
broken series defeats indecisive victories, almost 
costly the long run, had given complete control 
Tennessee the Union forces, which were constant- 
increasing both numbers and efficiency. The main 
Confederate army the West had been forced re- 
treat into pivotal Georgia, loss which would cut the 
South two second time. Moreover, was increas- 
ingly difficult supply the army with adequate man- 
power because the shrinkage territory and the 
exhaustion the available amount the remainder, 
and morale had suffered result the continued 
defeats and heavy casualties. 

was time for heroic measures; yet the situation 
was not altogether hopeless. Unlike the advance down 
the Mississippi and into Central Tennessee, where the 
Union army had the aid natural communication 
channels almost unlimited their carrying capacity 
and almost impervious ordinary attack because 
the Confederacy’s lack gunboats and large caliber 
rifled guns, invasion Georgia would involve the 
thrusting narrow salient into hostile territory 
through mountainous country with only single track 
railway large scale source supply. Further- 
more, considering the outlook from strategical rather 
than tactical point view, though was improbable 
that the Confederates could ever succeed dislodging 
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the Union forces from their fortified position Central 
Tennessee, one must remember that there was much 
dissatisfaction with the war the North and that 1864 
was the year presidential election. thorough 
repulse Georgia add the unsuccessful invasions 
Virginia might overturn the administration and lead 
peace least compromise conditions. 

After the disastrous defeat Bragg’s army Chat- 
tanooga and his consequent resignation Davis was 
faced several alternatives his choice com- 
mander for the defeated army wintering Dalton, 
Georgia. Undoubtedly the logical choice was Hardee, 
the only high ranking general the West who had 
participated the major campaigns and yet main- 
tained unblemished record. had commanded 
the attacking corps Shiloh which had swept Grant’s 
army from the field and was pressing huddled 
mass into the river when halted Beauregard’s com- 
mand. Perryville had commander the one 
corps comprising the rear guard Bragg’s retreating 
army repulsed attack the entire Union army, 
then successfully commanded one wing the Confed- 
erate army during the general battle the following 
day. had commanded the one successful corps 
the army Murphreesboro. had strongly urged 
the withdrawal Bragg’s army the end the first 
days’ fighting Chattanooga and after his corps was 
the only one hold its position the following day 
directed withdrawal echelons which protected the 
rear the fleeing army and has been considered since 
model military tactics. this time was con- 
sidered many the most efficient corps commander 
the Confederacy now that Jackson was dead, and was 
extremely popular with his troops, who knew him 
“Old Reliable.” ideal field commander, was 
particularly famous for the care with which saw 
the equipment his soldiers and for the rapidity and 
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clarity his insight during the course battle. 
noteworthy that Hardee’s three subordinate major gen- 
erals—Cleburne, Cheatham, and Bate—all acquired 
high individual reputations under his leadership. Pres- 
ident Davis was thoroughly familiar with these facts 
and moreover was personally acquainted with Hardee, 
whom Secretary War 1853 had appointed 
prepare the manual tactics which both armies em- 
ployed during the Civil 

matter fact Davis did offer the command 
the Army the Tennessee Hardee after Bragg’s res- 
ignation, but Hardee refused, apparently because 
thought that Johnston, man associated way 
with the defeats the past and efficient organizer, 
could better serve head John- 
ston had been the highest ranking officer, quartermas- 
ter general, leave the Union army for the Confeder- 
ate. Given command the army defending Richmond, 
had been wounded the Battle Seven Pines 
during McClellan’s first advance 1862, and after 
his recovery had occupied armchair position 
head the Department Alabama, Mississippi, 
and Tennessee, except for brief clash with Sherman 
Jackson after leading unsuccessful movement 
relieve Vicksburg. was said that had never won 
lost battle, and Davis held persistent distrust 
him which caused him refrain from giving him 
active command. Johnston had, however, powerful 
friends who now urged his appointment, which Davis 
granted December, 

Meanwhile Davis had acquired strong liking for 
bold young Kentuckian named Hood who had com- 
manded division Lee’s army. had sustained 

See the excellent short military Edward Pollard, Lee and 


His Lieutenants (New York, 1868), 808-29 
815. 


10. Jefferson Davis, The Rise Fall the Confederate Government (Reprint, 
Richmond, 1938), Il, 471, 
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severe arm wound Gettysburg, but had recovered 
time with Longstreet’s corps Tennessee, where 
had lost leg the Battle Chickamauga. While 
recuperating Richmond had accompanied the 
President rides about the city." the spring 
1864 Davis sent him command corps the reor- 
ganized Army Tennessee with promotion the 
rank lieutenant-general. 

These three West Point graduates formed the center 
the crucial action now unfold. Had Davis been 
bolder imagination and less professional bias 
might have ranged farther afield include his con- 
sideration for least corps command self-taught 
general from Tennessee named Forrest who had al- 
ready revealed his brilliant originality the art war. 
However, addition the offense not having at- 
tended West Point, Forrest had quarreled violently 
with his superior officer, General Bragg, now Davis’s 
chief Since was too valuable over- 
looked entirely and was moreover popular hero, 
Davis compromised making him major general and 
giving him small independent command Alabama. 

The Atlanta campaign the fall the city di- 
vides into two parts, the retreat from Dalton under 
General Johnston and the defense the city under 
General Hood. The first extended from May July 
17, when Johnston was replaced, and the second from 
then till the withdrawal from Atlanta September 
From the Southern viewpoint the retreat from Dalton 
has been variously termed unnecessary series 
withdrawing actions overcautious tactician, and 
brilliant strategic retreat which heavy losses were 
inflicted the enemy, who was constantly being drawn 
farther into unfavorable position. The truth prob- 


11. Hood, Advance and Retreat, 67. 
12. For a full account of this quarrel see Oates, The War between the 
Union and the Confederacy (New York, ‘oe. 469-74. 
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ably lies somewhere between. Sherman directed his 
advance with great circumspection and cleverness, 
using his superior numbers advantage, but diffi- 
cult explain the constant series retreats John- 
ston’s army from strong positions and the complete fail- 
ure surprise the Union forces any point simply 
Sherman’s skill flanking tactics. 

Davis had emphasized appointing Johnston that 
was expected lead the beaten Army Tennessee 
back into its home territory, which was free well 
Kentucky, reopening supply region lost the Con- 
federate draft boards and quartermaster For 
this purpose Davis proposed reenforce the army 
stripping Mississippi and Alabama most their de- 
fending troops the theory that the Union forces 
would too busy defending themselves think 
raids. Nevertheless, despite urging the President 
and General Bragg, Johnston cautiously declined 
commit himself the offensive, receiving with reserve 
their assertions that the Virginia army Grant had 
been reenforced from Tennessee and stating that Sher- 
man would probably ready move before him- 
self 

this point was quite correct. Sherman began 
his advance May attacking through Ringgold, 
Georgia, Dug Creek Finding this direct route 
toward Dalton too strong, Sherman used Rocky Face 
Mountain, long ridge pointing southwest, shield 
his troops marching past the Confederate army and 
going through Snake Creek Gap attack the defend- 
ing army’s communications Resaca. Without ex- 
plaining why the gap was left undefended, Johnston 
stated that now ordered retreat from Dalton and 
Resaca because the terrain did not offer sufficient ad- 


13. Davis, Rise and Fall of Confederate Government, II, 460-62. 
14 


. Memorandum of conference with Johnston by W. N. Pendleton, Official 
Records, Serial No. 74, p. 623 


15. Report General Joseph Johnston, Official Records, Serial No. 74, 614. 
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vantage his smaller army and because portion 
his reenforcements had not yet 

The next position taken, bold ridge facing 
open valley immediately behind Cassville, was aban- 
doned, according his assertion, May the 
urging two the three lieutenant-generals com- 
manding corps, Hood and Polk, who stated that their 
positions would enfiladed the Union artillery, 
decision which later Hardee, whose 
position Johnston considered weakest, stated that 
could defend against any attacking force and urged 
remaining. Hood later contended that and Polk 
had advocated this withdrawal only Johnston did 
not purpose 

From May July extensive series engage- 
ments was fought triangle two whose points 
were Allatoona and Marietta, fifteen miles apart 
the direct route Atlanta, and the third Dallas, 
about the same distance west Marietta. Though the 
country here was mountainous and wooded, with poor 
roads, Johnston was unable secure any decisive ad- 
vantage. The Union army was repulsed general 
assault Kennesaw Mountain which climaxed the 
engagements, but Sherman almost immediately pro- 
ceeded carry out successful flanking operation 
which resulted the withdrawal the Confederate 
army across the Chattahoochee position directly 
before Atlanta. 

this time, according Davis, demands were pour- 
ing from many quarters for Johnston’s removal, in- 
cluding many who like Secretary War Seddon had 
advocated his However, the Confeder- 
ate President was reluctant grant this view the 
critical nature the situation, though there apparent 


16. Official Records, Serial No. 74, 615. 


17. 616. 
18. Hood, Advance and Retreat, 104-9. 
19. Davis, Rise and Fall Confederate Government, II, 474. 
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increasing tenseness the communications between 
him and The determining factor, according 
Davis, was conference between Johnston and 
group high ranking civilian officials, including Sen- 
ator Hill and Governor Brown Georgia and Senator 
Wigfall Johnston had repeatedly asked 
that General Forrest sent from Alabama against 
Sherman’s communications, asserting that could 
spare men for such move himself, though his cav- 
alry under Wheeler and Jackson consisted over 
twelve thousand men.” Davis finally replied with some 
asperity point out that there were only seven thou- 
sand men Mississippi and Alabama defend those 
areas against imminent Union offensives, but Johnston 
without waiting for this answer sought reenforce his 
request asking Wigfall, Brown, and Hill bring 
pressure Davis. Hill undertook carry out John- 
ston’s request after interview June 29, but 
first was assured that the Union army could held 
north the Chattahoochee for fifty sixty days. 
arriving Richmond July found that Davis had 
just received word that Johnston had crossed the Chat- 
tahoochee the previous Davis asserted that 
was unable obtain direct reply his categorical 
question whether Johnston would surrender At- 
lanta without fight and thereupon gave the cabi- 
net’s demand for his removal, which was effected July 
17. However, there official record such com- 
munication from Davis, the nearest being tele- 
gram July stating, wish hear from you 
present situation, and your plan operations spe- 
this Johnston replied follows: “As the enemy has 


20. See Official Records, Serial No. 76, pp. 867-9, 875-7. 

21. Davis, Rise and Fall of Confederate Government, II, 472-4. 

22. Johnston Bragg, June 13, 1864, Official Records, Serial No. 75, 772; 
Johnston Davis, July 1864, ibid., Serial No. 76, pp. 868-9. 

23. Davis, Rise and Fall of Confederate Government, II, 4738-4. 

24. Official Records, Serial No. 76, 882. 
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double our number, must the defensive. 
plan operations must, therefore, depend upon that 
the enemy. mainly watch for opportunity 
fight advantage. are trying put Atlanta 
condition held for day two the Georgia 
militia, that army movements may freer and 
This could hardly considered encour- 
aging statement. 

Meanwhile Davis had also received letters dated 
June and July from Governor Brown, who got 
well with Johnston and had raised more than ten thou- 
sand militia aid him, asking that Davis agree 
Johnston’s proposal concerning Forrest and expressing 
confidence Johnston This plea 
was reenforced lengthy dispatch similar tenor 
from Howell Cobb Secretary War 
the other hand reports from Hood Bragg, dated July 
14, and Bragg Davis, dated July probably 
played role weakening Johnston the impending 
decision. Hood stated that the army had had several 
chances strike decisive blow, but had failed take 
advantage any them and was now reduced 
strength least twenty thousand without having 
attained any beneficial result. urged the desirabil- 
ity aggressive policy and the necessity defend- 
ing Atlanta while implying that the other high ranking 
officers were excessively timid. not clear just what 
called forth this report, since Hood should normally not 
have gone over Johnston’s head, but the latter may 
have authorized Hood write urge Davis order 
least part Kirby Smith’s command east the Mis- 
sissippi reenforce the Army Tennessee, Hood 
did incidental manner, may have been the 
result direct request for information from Bragg. 


Official Records, Serial No. 76, 
Ibid., 879-80, 891. 
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Bragg visited the army this time and reported that 
Johnston had received him courteously, but had not 
sought his advice and that turn had offered none. 
remarked: cannot learn that has any more 
plan for the future than has had the past. 
expected that will await the enemy line some 
three miles from here, and the impression prevails that 
now more inclined fight.” 

These were strangely uncertain words for chief 
staff reporting army operating the field, 
though doubtless Bragg was made timid his own 
lack success with the same army. any rate John- 
ston was removed and Hood, who had practically ap- 
plied for the position his commander, was, despite 
Robert Lee’s warning words and recommendation 
put his place. The Southwest was again 
passed over favor West Point man with Vir- 
ginia reputation. 

The picture that Hood his report July 
Bragg and his succeeding one some months later 
strove give this first stage the campaign was 
two timid tacticians, Johnston and Hardee, who op- 
posed all his suggestions for vigorous action and who 
had allowed the army effective striking force 
waste away their hands. the account given 
his later report the second stage, the defense At- 
lanta, Hood depicted Hardee the disgruntled and 
hesitant leader who failed carry out properly his 
commands.*! their replies this attack was nat- 
ural for Hardee and Johnston take joint defense 
and mutually support one another. letter John- 
ston which was printed Johnston’s book Hardee 
stated that the army was better condition before At- 
lanta July than Dalton early May and that 
> ae 891. 


. S. Freeman, ed., Lee’s Dispatches eg York, 1915), 284. 
31. Die ial Records, Serial No. 74, pp. 628- 
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both the officers and troops had complete confidence 
their commander which was not carried over his 
However, one the first things one no- 
tices reading the first group Hardee letters, those 
covering the period from June 25, deterioration 
Hardee’s own confidence the commanding general, 
feeling which probably increased during the period 
until July 17, though there are available letters cov- 
ering this. Also one notices that Hardee considered 
that, far from forming combination against Hood 
with Johnston, himself was being left the cold 
and that Hood was helping Johnston the strategy. 

June Hardee wrote his wife from near 
Marietta: 

Almost immediately after you left [one month before] skir- 
mishing commenced and our army has been fighting, marching, 
ditching, and retreating ever since. had last night the hardest 
marching have ever known troops encounter. Genl. Johnston 
detrained change position and our army was put motion 
Noe, through mud and rain and darkness. have taken the 
new line. hope shall soon have fight. can never 


better prepared, and the sooner the final conflict takes place the 


The note impatience increases letter two 
days later from the same location: have line 
battle established, but have idea the enemy will 
come attack our entrenchments. wish 
could fight and while notwithstanding our losses, our 
army still large and very effective.” 

June Hardee received orders send the ord- 
nance and wagons, except ambulances, across the Chat- 
tahoochee, which looked him very much like re- 
treat, but found visit headquarters that John- 
ston had present intention doing. This incident 
sufficient indication the lack close relation- 
ship between the two. Hardee’s growing impatience 


$2. Johnston, Narrative, 365-7. 
$38. These letters in Hardee Collection, Alabama State Department of Archives 
and History. 
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further emphasized letter June 19, immediately 
after taking new position with line stretching 
across Kennesaw Mountain, together with indica- 
tion that Hood was Johnston’s main adviser this 
stage: results were anticipated General 
Johnston and Hood our new position. Whether they 
will realized remains seen. own convic- 
tions are, and have been for some time, that are 
drifting the Chattahoochee and that shall cross 
that stream week ten days. Both Hood and 
myself expressed our desire fight before reaching 
Atlanta, and that would prefer there whipped 
rather than not fight all.” 

From June Hardee becomes more and more out- 
spoken, both impatience what regarded 
Johnston’s ineffectual tactics and resentment his 


tendency rely Hood for advice. letter 
that date wrote: 

From accounts just received from the cavalry appears the 
enemy rushing another flank movement with the view forcing 
back Atlanta. divn. cavalry and corps are said 
Manning’s Mills near the Powder Springs Road which leads 
important crossing the Chattahoochee. This news has been 
received recently and was not known General Johnston when 
left his headquarters hour and half ago. don’t know what 
will under the circumstances. found Hood with him when 
arrived and left him there, both seemed good spirits. Hood 
think helping the General the strategy, and from what 
can see doing the most it. only hope may well done. 
can only whip the fight shall satisfied, others may have 
the glory. looking the country, not myself. 

Hardee even more explicit his attitude toward 
Johnston’s tactics letter June 21: 

get line battle established and soon the enemy 
has discovered where is, approaches all the weak points 
and commences siege. Such has been the history this cam- 
paign from the time reached New Hope Church the present 
date. 

The enemy drove the skirmishers Walker’s and Bate’s 
front yesterday afternoon, and Gist’s front where there 
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salient the enemy has erected works close ours. This will 
so, must so, long remain strictly the defensive. The 
enemy loses heavily these approaches, and our own losses are 
not inconsiderable. When this unpleasant condition things 
end, Heaven only knows. Heretofore whenever the enemy 
advanced long enough make his presence annoying, 
broke the night and retired another position. The latest 
information from the enemy that marching our left 
flank with the view doubtless turning our frontier, the 
soldiers have it, flanking 

How whip Sherman the problem solved, and our 
General has not been able find solution. 


The last letter the first group, dated June 25, tells 
the arrival Senator Wigfall Johnston’s head- 
quarters and speaks more confidently the 
Yankees,” and there further letter until August 
However, though the Union army’s frontal assault 
Kennesaw Mountain was repulsed, Hardee’s confi- 
dence Johnston’s ability defeat Sherman could 
hardly have been increased the successful flanking 
the Confederate army July which forced 
fall back across the Chattahoochee the defenses 
Atlanta. 

The group letters written August not reveal 
Hardee’s attitude toward Johnston’s removal, but mere- 
his own resentment being passed over for junior 
officer. The first letter, August mentions that 
has heard nothing his application relieved. 
The second, dated August pencil note tele- 
graphic message Davis reenforcing his previous ap- 
plication made through General Davis replied 
August placatory message regretting that his 
position was unpleasant and asserting that Hardee’s 
letters while temporarily commanding the army 
Dalton had given the impression that did not wish 
the place. Hardee course had meant this only 
temporary stepping aside. Whether this was genuine 


34. Copies this exchange between Hardee and Davis are also found 
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misunderstanding merely politic pretense Davis 
not clear. The correspondence after another ex- 
change concluded Davis appealing Hardee 
sacrifice pride patriotism and remain his 

Meanwhile General Johnston and his wife had gone 
Macon along with Mrs. Hardee and were filling her 
ears with bitter criticism both Hood and Davis. 
first Hardee apparently leaned toward the same 
tude, writing: Genl. Johnston when writes the 
history the campaign from Dalton not forget that 
gave Hood three opportunities striking the enemy 
flank, Resaca, New Hope Church, and Kennesaw 
and each occasion 

the same letter correctly forecast the enemy’s 
plan action turning the left flank and forcing the 
defending army out Atlanta. This view repeated 
several later letters, mentioning also that was op- 
posed Hood’s opinion that movement toward the 
right was more likely. 

Mrs. Hardee carried her wrath against President 
Davis such degree that her husband was forced 
administer mild rebuke his own resentment cooled. 
August wrote that she must talk more 
“certain individuals” except General and Mrs. John- 
ston and that might better give altogether 
uncharitable. Three days later was obliged 
reenforce this: 

regret that you still continue your invectives against 
supposed enemies. Let them be, speak more them, con- 
science free, and impossible for any all them take 
from that peace mind the world can neither give nor take 
away. General Johnston mistaken saying that the President’s 
dispatches were insulting. You must not influenced 
much even such good friends General and Mrs. Johnston, 


nor must you receive Gospel what others say, even vouched 


35. Telegram August 1864. 
36. Letter Mrs. Hardee, August 1864. 


ROBERT LITTLE 


and must command the respect all right minded people. see 
nothing the tone language the President’s dispatches 
which can complain. virtually acknowledges that would not 
have been passed over had supposed that the command would 
have been accepted tendered me, and while does not refuse 
believe me, appeals patriotism remain where 
services can most useful the country 

don’t think Mrs. Johnston’s desired. She 
devoured bitter feeling hatred, which inconsistent with 
her Christian character. Whatever else you may find admire 
her character, hope you may not imitate her this. 


August was month relative inaction before At- 
lanta, and there are not many references military 
activity the previous group, although Hardee re- 
turns several times his fears that the left flank would 
turned and that serious danger lay the thinning 
the line made necessary the continual 
Wheeler had defeated the Union cavalry engage- 
ment Newnan August and then been sent 
the mission Johnston had refused chance, attempt 
cut the railway Chattanooga, with most the 
Confederate cavalry. This expedition was much less 
successful than Hood thought the time and further- 
more left the army without large scouting force. Con- 
sequently, when Sherman emulated his frequently re- 
peated tactics the past move the bulk his army 
around the southwest the city toward Jonesboro, 
Hood insisted that was withdrawing toward the north 
because lack supplies and, according Hardee, 
actually ordered the remaining cavalry under Jackson 
harass his Finally convinced his error, 
dispatched locomotive Rough and Ready after 
Hardee and sent him with two corps attack the force 
approaching Jonesboro, though insisting that the move- 
ment was probably feint mask general assault 
August Hardee found himself with 


Letters August 11, 12, 13, 21, 1864. 
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two corps the defending army’s three, attacking six 
corps Sherman’s seven. The assault that day was 
only partially successful; moreover, before Hood knew 
the result had become convinced that direct attack 
the city was imminent and withdrew one the 
the following day, September Hardee’s 
remaining corps was assailed nearly the entire 
Union army, but desperate struggle managed 
hold its position the city’s communications while the 
remainder Hood’s army, now cut off from Hardee, 
retreated from the city. 

The last letter the collection was written August 
and gives glimpse into the earlier stages the 
movements, clearly showing that Hardee had good 
grasp the situation: 

must write you very hurried note this morning. was 
very busy yesterday and should again today. The enemy 
maneuvering get out Atlanta, get our communi- 
cations. His present position not well ascertained. know 
however that five certainly, perhaps six corps are the West 
Point Road and that Sand Town the new base supplies. 
His advance yesterday was the Rough and Ready Road. 
busily engaged tearing the Point Road. suppose 
night shall know more his designs. 

Hood’s report his conduct the defense 
Atlanta accused Hardee both lack zeal car- 
rying out and improperly carrying out his orders the 
three main engagements around the city—on July 20, 
22, and August made devastating reply 
these charges his report April 1865, giving 
entirely different and much more logical version 
the who apparently smarted bit- 
terly under the criticism which came him, made 
renewed attempt justify himself this phase 
the campaign his book, Advance and Retreat, 1880, 
twelve years after Hardee’s death; however, appar- 
40. Ibid., 701. 


41. Ibid., 630-4. 
42. Ibid., 697-703. 
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ently had not heard Hardee’s report and made 
answer the objections and countercharges 
Hardee’s son-in-law and former adjutant, Roy, 
undertook reply this enlarged attack article 
documented numerous letters from civil and military 
officials and from official records which cover every 
contested phase the affair and constitute over- 
whelming answer Hood and substantiate Hardee’s 
countercharge that Atlanta was lost because Hood com- 
pletely misconceived Sherman’s intentions the move 
late 

would fruitless into these matters detail 
since the ground has already been well covered and 
since the letters which should deal with these events 
are missing, apparently removed Roy, who, has 
been previously mentioned, gives extract from 
letter July Johnston’s side the controversy 
adequately covered his book Narrative Military 
and group extant letters Senator 
Wigfall Texas, his close friend, detailing his attitude 
toward the Davis administration this and other 
matters and toward General Here again 
would taken outside the scope our study, though 
may said that Johnston’s position somewhat 
vulnerable. 

Taken altogether, the Atlanta campaign and the re- 
lationships among its principal actors may serve 
individual example why the Confederacy failed 
achieve any signal successes the West and eventually 
lost the war. the beginning may said that 
Davis and his adviser Bragg understood the strategical 
necessities the Confederacy the Southwest 1864, 


Hood, Advance and Retreat, 161-210. 
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Liddell I Hart in his Sherman; Soldier, Realist, American (New York, 1929), 


45. Roy, op. cit., 370. 
46. Johnston, Narrative, 262-370. 
47. Collection Library Congress. 


GENERAL HARDEE AND THE ATLANTA CAMPAIGN 


late though this knowledge may have come them, 
and were correct stripping the lower South troops 
order wage offensive campaign. There was 
less reason for the choice Johnston lead such 
campaign, considering his undistinguished record 
field commander. After nearly three years war 
was time for Davis have correctly evaluated his mili- 
tary leaders, and his effort escape the responsibility 
for Johnston’s choice blaming pressure brought 
bear him does not excuse him, since frequently 
and stubbornly resisted similar pressure. Johnston, 
like Bragg before him, was not aggressive and enter- 
prising enough successful field commander, val- 
uable might have been other positions 
organizational advisory nature. 

After his appointment Johnston soon gave evidence 
that entirely misconceived the nature the war 
was waging. was obvious that was more hindered 
than helped his previous service the army the 
United States. command army upwards 
sixty-five thousand men, the largest Confederate force 
with one possible exception that time assembled 
the Southwest, sought justify retreat hun- 
dred miles the fact being outnumbered slightly 
worse than three two, the hope inflicting large 
casualties which would lessen this difference, and the 
possibility that his cautious opponent would make 
Against this was the apparently unconsid- 
ered facts that the Union command now had sufficient 
troops garrison all strong points taken well 
raid the weak points exposed the withdrawal 
troops from Alabama and Mississippi reenforce the 
Army Tennessee and that the invading force was 
driving wedge straight through the heart the Con- 
federacy. Johnston’s conception war was too classi- 
cal—a death duel between two armies. apparently 


48. Johnston’s Report, Official Records, Serial No. 74, 615. 
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failed realize that matters like large scale sources 
supply and civilian morale had become all important. 
Johnston, Hardee, and Hood all assert that the Confed- 
erate army was well equipped and supplied during the 
the historian today seems obvious 
that this army, somewhat inferior numbers was, 
had win without indefinite retreat the Confederacy 
were win atall. Retreat this stage not only fatally 
weakened the Confederacy but further increased the 
will win the more powerful North and thus made 
defeat certain. a-modern strategist has said, wars 
are only won taking chances, and this maxim in- 
creasingly forced the weaker side. Johnston was 
apparently unwilling take any, like McClellan, whom 
criticized, waiting endlessly for the superior num- 
bers and perfect conditions which could never mate- 
rialize. 

Davis was somewhat culpable the appointment 
Johnston, able but hesitant man who miscon- 
ceived the nature his problem, difficult see 
all why appointed Hood except from personal liking 
—the result the rides around Richmond with the 
wounded warrior Gettysburg and Chickamauga. 
Hood had distinguished himself Virginia under Lee 
only like Pickett and dozen other divisional com- 
manders for certain boldness attack and dogged- 
ness retreat, valuable traits the commander 
company, regiment, brigade, even division, but 
certainly not alone sufficient for the commander 
army even Lee himself indicated this when 
called for Hood had failed distinguish 
himself any way during the retreat from Dalton and, 
according Hardee, had been Johnston’s main assist- 
ant doing the strategy which Davis was now con- 
demning. Moreover, there was the question physical 


49. Johnston, Narrative, 365-66; Hood’s Report, Official Records, Serial No. 74, 
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ability command. had lost bone from and 
the use his arm Gettysburg and leg his 
next battle, Chickamauga. Honorable these disabili- 
ties were, they were hardly desirable qualifications for 
field command, and Hood matter fact was 
occasion forced call Hardee the scene 
critical action command two thirds the army for 
him, though with limited powers which restricted his 
possible success. Finally, there was the question 
morale. According most accounts Hood was not 
popular with the troops, and the army had too long 
history for the officers accept cheerfully subordi- 
nate general from Virginia. 

During the first part the Atlanta campaign 
was waging the brilliant warfare Tennessee and Ken- 
tucky which won him recognition even quarters 
where had previously been overlooked, Davis 
pendent command complete success region almost 
devoid from the beginning the war. was 
time for bold, even desperate measures; change 
were necessary why not this brilliant amateur the 
art war, who was close the scene and whom John- 
ston, better judge men than Davis, was asking 
sent cut Sherman’s communications? Apparently 
the only reasons were that Forrest was not what Davis 
termed educated soldier,” genius war though 
might be, and had also once insulted General Bragg, 
the President’s chief military adviser. 

The appointment Forrest, who had constantly held 
independent command and who fought offensively with 
daringly original tactics, would have been more logical 
than that Hood, who had never held independent 
command, every way except that had not partici- 
pated the actual campaign, which was thought 
critical stage. man the immediate scene 
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were necessary replace Johnston, one must agree 
with Hardee, who thought himself the man for the job. 
With unblemished and brilliant record corps 
leader, had shown himself completely capable 
independent command Perryville and other oc- 
casions, and was the most completely trusted the 
troops all the officers the army. Moreover, was 
native Georgian who could win the cooperation 
Governor Brown, increasingly restive what re- 
garded Davis’s attitude looking the Southwest 
simply supply region for the Virginia armies. 

above all incredible that Davis should have ven- 
tured his choice Hood without visiting the actual 
scene activities and apparently without sending 
Bragg with any other instructions than exchange 
courtesies with the commanding general. brief visit 
Atlanta this time lull Virginia and confer- 
ences with the high officers and civil officials might 
have prevented the military mistake Hood’s appoint- 
ment well the political mistake giving ammuni- 
tion Governor Brown the controversy which soon 
followed. Even the dispatch less self-conscious 
more definitely instructed emissary than Bragg might 
have sufficed. noteworthy that Davis wrote 
indorsing Johnston’s report, “The case presented 
very different from the impression created other 
communications contemporaneous with the events re- 
ferred Unfortunately chose rely un- 
certain intuition and narrowly professional rather than 
wider motives, and Hood took command. 


52. Official Records, Serial No. 74, 621. 
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LETTERS HENRY CLAY JOHN MACPHERSON 
BERRIEN 


EDITED Lowry AXLEY* 


Henry Clay and John Macpherson Berrien were per- 
sonal friends and political associates the Whig party 
for number years. Their correspondence from 1841 
1846, dealing primarily with matters political im- 
port, covers most significant period Clay’s career. 

Clay became the acknowledged leader the 
tional Republicans,” who later called themselves 
“Whigs.” Clay expected the party select him its 
Presidential nominee 1840, but Thurlow Weed man- 
aged have William Henry Harrison nominated 
the first “dark horse” candidate. Clay supported Har- 
rison; and after Harrison had been elected President, 
offered appoint Clay his secretary state. 
Clay, however, preferred remain the Senate. After 
John Tyler had succeeded the Presidency upon the 
death Harrison, Clay broke with him and wrote most 
scathing denunciation him letter Senator 
Berrien. 

Clay began make plans again secure the nomi- 
nation for President. resigned from the United 
States Senate 1842 and delivered his 
March 31. However, was not until May that 
arrived Lexington, Kentucky. Although had been 
expected that would oppose Martin Van Buren 
1844, James Polk was his opponent “dark 
horse” candidate the Democratic ticket. The cir- 
cumstances leading his defeat close vote that 
election need not discussed here. 


Mr. Axley, graduate the University North Carolina and Harvard 
University, is head of the English Department of the Savannah High 
Georgia. former president the Poetry Society 
Georgia. 
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Personal letters trusted friends are likely 
unrestrained and are therefore particular value 
getting the core man’s thinking. Clay was quite 
frank his letters Berrien. matter fact, his 
letter-writing proclivities general gave some concern 
his 

Clay and Berrien apparently kept copies the 
letters which each wrote the other. All the letters 
the present collection, with one exception, were sent 
from Clay’s home Ashland, near Lexington. The 
letter dated March 23, 1844, was written while Clay 
was guest Berrien’s Savannah home the north- 
west corner Broughton and Habersham streets. 
photographic reproduction this letter appears the 
September, 1944, number the Georgia Historical Quar- 
terly. The day after Clay arrived Savannah, made 
speech from the balcony the Pulaski House. How- 
ver, protested that was not electioneering 
tour. 

Clay’s letters Berrien have not hitherto been pub- 
lished collection. Four have appeared the Savan- 
nah Morning News articles the present author, and 
brief extracts were quoted the author article 
published the September, 1944, number the Georgia 
Historical Quarterly. 

The relatively few letters the collection will indicate 
why Clay had the knack making such warm friends 
and such bitter enemies. While Clay failed achieve 
his greatest ambition, served his country well many 
capacities; and his skill aiding effect compromises 
least three significant occasions, thus saving the 
Union, earned him the title “the Great 

The letters published here are the property Senator 
Berrien’s great-granddaughters, Miss Cecil Berrien Bur- 
roughs and Miss Eugenia Ashby Burroughs Savannah, 
and are used with their permission. 


1. This fear on the part of Clay’s supporters is discussed in Poage’s Henry 
Clay and the Whig Party, p. 116. 
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Ashland April 1841 
Dear Sir 

received only today your favor the inst. shared 
with you here regret account the death the late Presi- 
dent, and solicitude what might the course his 
successor. the latter point are good deal relieved the 
address Mr. Tyler the people the States, the fair inter- 
pretation which is, that will concur the leading measures 
the Whigs. That address has made its appearance since the 
date your letter. Indeed, after his acceptance his nomina- 
tion for the Presidency; and after the assumption the duties 
President, devolved upon him the death Gen’l. H.[arrison], 
think obligation fairly implied upon the President 
stand by, and carry out the measures of, the Whigs. glad 
you have written him. too addressed him before saw his 
official publication. shall probably each obtain from him 
some satisfactory confirmation the principles which, hope, 
entertains common with you 

Should the elections take place before the Extra Session not 
very disastrous, shall repair Washn. with all the confident 
hopes the success our measures, what expressed you 
before our late separation Washn. far Connecticut has done 
very well. The City York not ill feared, but not 
well would have done there had not been some bad ap- 
pointments for that City made Washn. shall well 
Kentucky. not think that shall lose, and probably may 
gain, Whig vote the Representatives. 

health, respecting which you have done the favor 
enquire, better, but strength not yet restored. must 
await the coming the warm weather for that. should 
extremely happy embrace your friendly prescription jour- 
ney Orleans the South Washington, but the vacation 
too short admit enjoying such treat. 

With great esteem regard 
The Hon ble Mr. Berrien. faithf Yrs 
Clay 
letter has outside address and 


Ashland Oct. 1841. 
intended, dear Sir, prior departure from Washing- 
ton, have had the pleasure calling see you; but the bustle 
preparation for journey, and the eagerness Com- 
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pagnons Voyage start, prevented me. wished have 
expressed you how much, during the Extra Session, you had 
inspired with sentiments regard esteem. 

What wonderful but mortifying humiliating disclosures are 
made the President Ewing, Bell Badger! But one link, 
the chain testimony, remains disclosed; and that you, 
Mr. Sergeant and Mr. Dawson could supply. Whether will 
necessary not, you and they are most competent decide. 

The next will most anomalous Session Congress. Which 
the parties will support responsible for public measures? 
Will those recommended the President and the Heads Dept. 
Whig Locofoco, partly one partly the other, neither? 

considering whether shall return not the next 
Session, with strong inclination stay home. 

tell soon what the result your Election is, and give 
good tidings. faithfully 

Your friend obt Serv 


The Hon ble Berrien Clay 
[Addressed “The Hon ble Macpherson Berrien, Savannah 


Postmarked “Lexington, Ky., Oct. Notation Berrien: 
“Answd 19th Oct 


Ashland 21st July 1842. 
Dear Sir 

intended before have congratulated you the ability with 
which, all accounts concur representing you having acquitted 
yourself, during the progress the bill, providing for the enforce- 
ment the Public law, and upon the success that measure 
the Senate. What extraordinary opposition the Whigs have 
encounter from their opponents Congress! They will agree 
thing; neither furnish the supplies needed Government, 
nor fulfill its duties towards foreign powers. And, when law 
passed, spite them, they threaten disobedience nullifica- 
tion! Your colleague, observe, thought your bill contemptible 
one—a remark which you best answered the silence 
contempt. 

This letter will reach you real crisis—not one Mr. Cal- 
houns crises. What will become Congress you all? Will you 
succumb Mr. Tyler? assert the dignity and independence 
Congress? shudder consequences, but most [all] the 
possible degradation the Legislative branch. 
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could get along with man who was only fool knave, 
mad; but the extraordinary occurrence all three those 
qualities combined one person intolerable. 

warm regards Mrs. Berrien. 

truly Your friend 
The Hon ble Berrien Clay 
letter has outside address and postmark.] 


Ashland 15th Aug. 1842 
Dear Sir 

received your favor the inst. have been fully ap- 
prized the delicacy your situation respect the Land 
question, the embarrassment what was increased the course 
your Colleagues the House. Perhaps you took the wisest 
course, under all circumstances. Whilst regard confidential 
your communication respecting your consultation with your Col- 
leagues, embrace the occasion say that what took place affords 
additional proof the expediency the District system. The 
effect the general system impair individual independence, 
and induce too great desire act concert. 

not surprized the want counsel concert among 
the Whigs generally, which you describe. The proper course for 
them pursue not perfectly clear free from great 
difficulty. After was bed last night, intelligence the Veto 
reached me. And presume you are all now state the 
greatest excitement and perplexity. infer that you will pass 
revenue bill. The difficulty acting Mr. Simmons’, embracing 
such infinite variety prices articles, almost insuperable; 
and, what with feeling just indignation, the extraordinary 
length the Session, and the nigh approach the next, presume 
you will conclude home. 

had any advice offer, would too late communi- 
cate it. much depends upon local circumstances, upon the 
temper the two houses &c. that person distance can 
judge what best propose. one thing feel confident 
that you adjourn, without adopting any revenue measure, the 
blame will attach Mr. Tyler, and that more will due the 
Democrats than the Whigs. They have encouraged Mr. Tyler, 
and they uniting with the Whigs might have neutralized his 
Veto. 

the favor deliver the enclosed believe ever 

Faithf Your friend 
Macpherson Berrian Esq Clay 
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[Written left hand margin: think that the number those 
who agree with about the Veto must increase considerably, from 
its recent Addressed: “The Hon ble Ber- 
rien City 

Postmarked: “Lexington, Ky., Aug. 


Ashland Sept. 1842 
Dear Sir 

received your obliging letter the ulto. think 
ought satisfied with the general results the protracted 
Session Congress, which suppose now terminated. There 
should reproaches between the Whigs who voted for and 
against the Tariff. This condition was one such extreme em- 
barrassment, that can see high motives public duty for either 
course. 

regret that you did not obey the dictates your own good 
judgment, although can justly appreciate the desire which you 
naturally had that Mess Archer, Mangum Henderson should 
unite with you, voting for the Tariff. For myself, certainly 
should have prefered [sic] the adjustment that question upon 
the principles which indicated lately the Senate; but appears 
that both friends and foes the protective policy conceived, 
think erroneously, that the Home valuation could not enforced. 
Without the enforcement that, all the other parts the Com- 
promise could not justly insisted upon; for know that the 
Compromise never could have been carried without the promise, 
which contains, Home valuation. 

The Tariff, which has passed, for Revenue, with protection 
its incident. The measure protection may, some instances 
too high; but the great difficulty always, granting it, whether 
incidentally independently, the proper fixation that meas- 
ure. And such ultraists Calhoun, Woodbury &c, will always 
sure denounce, extravagant, any protection whatever may 
its degree. Except few instances, understand the bill, 
the general rate duties less than the act 1832. 
Tariff had been passed, proper time, the Buren adminis- 
tration, contemplation the arrival the period when the 
Compromise was have full effect; and the Government had 
not destroyed the Nat. currency, have doubt that much less 
amount protection would have been sufficient than perhaps 
now necessary. 

now manifest that the foes—I mean the ultra foes, the 
protection policy intend take the ground that cannot con- 
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stitutionally granted, even incident Revenue. For more 
than years after the establishment the present Constitution 
one presumed controvert the power protect the manufac- 
turing interest. And when was questioned, clear concession 
was made the right afford that protection the form 
laying duties for Revenue. But now this contested. Such 
the perversity men, goaded ambition, surrendering 
themselves prejudice passion partizanship. 

Now, sure that you cannot take that ground. Hence 
regret that you did not once avow your principles take your 
position. Sooner later you will compelled it, and the 
sooner the better. What fear, for our friends Georgia, the 
difficulty opposing the Tariff, and the same time maintaining 
their Whig connection. hope apprehension may not 
realized. 

the meantime, believe that the people are greatly ahead 
their representatives Washington, sustaining Protection 
either principal [sic] incident. See what was done 
the largest meeting recently held Nashville, which ever assem- 
bled Davidson Co. See what passing Virginia, Carolina, 
Louisiana and even your own State. this State the number 
dissentients very few. 

congratulate you the general aspect the Whig cause. 
Our success, rightly informed, York Ohio, almost 
certain. 

With respectful Compliments Mrs. Berrien, and remain 

Faithf Your friend 
The Hon ble Mr. Berrien Clay 
[This letter has outside address and postmark.] 


Ashland Mar. 1843. 
Dear Sir 

owe you apology for omission answer your obliging 
letter the 21st Jan. received Orleans. 

congratulate you your safe return the bosom your 
family, which hope you found good health. 

With the general action Congress the late Session the 
Country has reason satisfied. part that the Senate 
has afforded more satisfaction than the rejection Wise and 
Cushing. would have been increased Spencer and Irwin had 
shared the same fate. 

trip the Western States below was full personal 
gratification. was received treated both parties with the 
greatest enthusiasm hospitality. 
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Louisiana may regarded certain for the Whig cause; and 
there are divisions, local subjects and the Presidential Can- 
didates, among the Democrats, that believe will give not 
only Mississippi but even Alabama! have great and just rea- 
son count upon Tennessee. 

our prospects elsewhere, will say nothing, you are 

better informed than am. 

will thank you deliver the enclosed, and forward the 
answer it, adding your opinion the solidity and probity 
the house. 

Present warm regards Mrs. Berrien, and tell her that 
was almost devoured the Ladies the South West. 

truly Your friend 
The Hon ble Mr. Berrien Clay 
“The Hon ble Macpherson Berrien Savannah 
Georgia Via City Washington” Postmarked: “Lexington, Ky., 


Ashland Apr. 1843. 
Dear Sir 

received today your obliging letter the 115 and who 
you think dined with and have just left today? Letcher, 
Archer, Crittenden and Speaker White. were glad meet 
each other and should have been greatly delighted have had you 
with us; but you were not forgotten, and was much gratified 
with the high testimony borne the three members Congress 
your ability zeal and fidelity. 

agree with you that all personal considerations are merged 
the superior importance the Union, self government, 
order, law and morality, the present political contest. The 
magnitude such that sometimes tremble contemplating our 
possible future. And yet, looking all the existing causes 
operation, notwithstanding our recent discomfiture the City 
York, cannot but believe that must prevail. 

You must have shared with satisfaction that the recent 
Whig address has taken boldly the ground for Nat. Bank, 
and Tariff for revenue, with individual protection. that 
ground, think you can stand the South, and Georgia has the 
merit having preceded assuming it. 

regard Candidate for the have really formed 
conclusive opinion; and had should take measures pro- 
mote it. Personally like Clayton better than any who have been 
talked for it. But grave question, and should well 
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considered. think Mr. Fillmore deserves the high estimate 
which was held the Whigs the last Congress. think him 
able, faithful, and with uncommon business habits. 

presume that Tyler has dismissed Mr. Hunter. hope 
will bear like man. sure Mrs. Berrien will. Most cer- 
tainly man can retain office and consent the disgraceful con- 
ditions which are now imposed incumbents. this sentiment 
recently gave public expression, and shall happy know 
that meets your approbation. 

afraid that will not power visit Georgia 
the time you kindly propose. And yet fondly cherish the 
hope that shall able, distant day, surprize friends 
there. 

information from Tennessee, Indiana Ohio continues 
very encouraging. not Illinois; and therefore 
indulge expectation Whig successor Mr. McRoberts. 
have just however seen statement that Smith Indiana means 
contest the seat Hannegan, and upon ground, the statement 
correct, that may successful. 

the favor assure Mrs. Berrien constant and 
warm regard. 

remain faithf 
The Hon ble Mr. Berrien. Your friend 

Clay 

will thank you cause 
Addressed: “The Hon ble Macpherson Berrien Savannah Geor- 
Postmarked: “Lexington, Ky., Apr. 23” Notation Berrien: 
“Answd 16th May 


Ashland July 1843. 

Dear Sir 
received your favor communicating very interesting account 
the proceedings your State Convention. congratulate you 
the prominent part which you bore it; and have perused 
with great satisfaction the address you made assuming the 
duties the Chair. After the vile attacks made upon you, your 
nomination for the Presidency was compliment well deserved, 
whatever may the final decision the National Convention. 
With you suppose that, the Candidate for the first office should 
taken from Slave State, the Candidate for the second will 
designated free State, altho’ there contrary precedent. 
All this, however, will matter for the consideration the Nat. 
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Convention. The harmony which marked the deliberations the 
Convention, and the complete union which you have brought about 
the Whig press Georgia are highly auspicious circumstances. 

greatly obliged your friendly urgency suppressing 
the resolution which proposed inviting Mass meeting; and 
have occasion for your further friendly offices. Committee 
the General Assembly No. Carolina recently renewed their 
made that effect more than two years ago, and insisting upon 
its fulfillment. repugnance making any thing which bears 
the aspect political visit would have induced have fore- 
borne postponed the pleasure visiting that State, could 
have offered any legitimate excuse, but could not, and therefore 
returned answer that would Carolina next Spring, 
life and health should spared. plan this: Business 
carries Carolina this winter, and intend proceed 
thence, via Mobile and the Southern route, through Georgia and 
Carolina the North State. 

Thus brought into your State. Now what desire is, 
avoid visiting too many places. Waiving other considerations, 
should distrust physical ability more than one 
most two places any one State meeting large concourses 
fellow citizens. sure that would injurious health. 
think will the month March, possibly from the middle 
the end it; but fix the time Orleans and notify, 
beforehand, the Carolina Commee it. hope you will em- 
ploy your friendly exertions prevent being pressed attend 
many points and reconcile our friends such arrange- 
ment have suggested. 

The ground which plan acceptance this invitation 
that the fulfillment positive engagement. Other grounds 
may taken friends, such that have never seen the 
three Southern States, that shall enjoying the benefit 
Southern winter and spring &c. escape from the severity 
Northern winter, during the last, was essential service me. 

From Massachusetts, receive encouraging information the 
probable restoration the Whig ascendancy this fall, whatever 
course Mr. Webster may take. From assured that the 
prospects success next year are decidedly superior those 
which existed 1840. afraid our friends have not done 
well Louisiana their late election; but the confident calcu- 
lations the Whigs Tennessee and Indiana shall realized 
will neutralize any unfavorabe result Louisiana. were 
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credit the intelligence from Missouri, and Illinois, which re- 
ceive great deal, shall carry those States. But experience 
has taught the uncertainty previous speculations about elec- 
tions. the by, there truth statement which may have 
met your eye meeting between Col. Benton and me. did 
not see him all, nor have spoken him for ten years. 

best respects Mrs. Berrien. 

remain faithf Your friend 

The Hon ble Mr. Berrien Clay 
[Notation Berrien: “Answd Aug. There outside 
address this letter and 


Ashland Sept. 1843 
Dear Sir 

sympathise with you your suffering under the Tyler 
Grippe. too have had it, and found mean insidious 
the detestable name implies. 

You have sketched for route, Southern trip, very 
kindly, and suppose very good one, proceed, expect 
do, from Mobile. ashamed the reception which you 
speak. can perform all, not forced make public 
Speeches. never had any taste for them, intellectually, and 
they are physically very prostrating. hope escape them. 

The elections the summer have not all gone well 
could have wished. lost Indiana only 2000 votes, however, 
and from local causes, and possibly unfair means. told that 
clique was formed last winter Indianapolis for Judge McLean, 
and that they worked against us, lay the foundation argu- 
ment unavailability against me. not vouch for this infor- 
mation but have received it. The Judge himself speaks outright 
well. 

was against 1840. assured that wherever 
contest was made reduced their majorities that year. The 
number elected the the result Gerrymandering; 
and our friends that State are far from being discouraged. 

did badly the Congressional Elections, whilst 
increased our majority the Legislature. Our loss attributable 
our great strength, which led too much confidence, general 
organization, and, what was worse than all, running too many 
Candidates. this District, where are concentrated all the influ- 
ences Col. Johnson his numerous connection, the Wickliffe 


defection and that the Marshalls, the Whigs fought manfully 
and achieved brilliant victory. 
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But No. Carolina and Tennessee—the mother the daughter 
have won the prize the year. Considering that this Cotton 
State Jackson resides, that has been beaten his party repudi- 
ated the State large, and the County the precinct 
which dwells; and considering also another fruit the 
victory that the Whig ascendancy the Senate has been pre- 
served, cannot too highly appreciate the victory. 

You ask who will the nominee the Locofoco Convention? 
think Mr. Buren. may not first, probably will not, 
have majority, but will have plurality. And then they will 
settle down upon him because, put aside, they could not agree 
upon another. Passion too, very often, decides the course 
parties. And they were beaten with him, they will wish now 
triumphant with him. 

received perused with much interest the Address the 
people Georgia. What monstrous picture mal-administra- 
tion displays! 

read too with great pleasure Mrs. song. Present her 
respects and thanks. Tell her that the Muses have been kind 
her the her first wooing them, and considering that 
she had selected bad subject. 

respects also Col. Hunter, whose letter have rec and 
will hereafter acknowledge. 

With constant cordial regard 
The Hon ble Mr. Berrien Clay 
[This letter has outside address and 


Ashland 18th Sept. 

Dear Sir 

will thank you peruse the enclosed, which contains its own 
explanation. not know Dr. Bronson; and unless you know 
him unworthy correspondent, will thank you forward 
letter him, after sealing it, you should think there 
not desire its publication, solely because have often appeared 
public, the subject what treats, that ashamed 
appear again. Otherwise should have objection the greatest 
publicity being given its sentiments. 

wrote you very lately, and will now only add assurances 
constant regard esteem. 
The Hon ble Mr. Berrien Clay 
[Addressed: “The Hon ble Macpherson Berrien Savannah 
Georgia. Via City Washington” Postmarked: “Lexington, Ky., 
Sep. 14” Notation Berrien: “Answered Oct 
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Ashland 22d Sept. 1843. 
Dear Sir 

have received your favor, the 12th inst. and share with 
you the gratification your triumph Savannah. hope 
may prove the prelude your success Georgia next month. 

have attentively perused the Whig Address the People 
prepared you. temperate, able, and with candid men 
ought conclusive. has the merit also great perspicuity, 
the division and treatment its topics. President the 
Colonization Society, only protest against the classification 
that institution with “any other 

Every days development makes more manifold that Mr. 
that Mr. Calhoun another Convention, organized 
the District plan, and that may have two Democratic Candi- 
dates. such course think have nothing apprehend. 

Col. Johnson has left political tour the East and 
that will consent placed his old position Can- 
didate for extremely needy has insatiable thirst 
for office. 

happened, that the very morning received your letter, 
communicating the opinion your correspondent that, 
the event Mr. nomination, the Irish that State would 
against him. received similar assurance from Irish lec- 
turer some note now Washington. 

faithf Your friend 
The Hon ble Mr. Berrien Clay 
[Addressed: Hon ble Macpherson Berrien Savannah Geor- 
gia Via City” Postmarked: “Lexington, Ky., Sep. 


Ashland 275 Oct. 1843. 
Dear Sir 

Absence from home has delayed acknowledgment your 
favors regarding the Georgia Election. Yes! Georgia does proudly 
stand alongside “the mother and daughter.” congratulate 
you her patriotic position. She has realized all our fondest 
hopes. There may she always nobly stand! 

But must not confine our congratulations the three 
Southern associates. Penn Maryland, and her monumental City, 
and Ohio and Vermont have all—all acquitted themselves nobly. 

enclose for your perusal and subsequent distribution letter 
about the Key Stone State from one its worthiest sons (Mr. 
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Cooper, late the himself leading Antimason, the 
friend Mr. Thad. Stevens. From that you will perceive that 
have reason hope for perfect co-operation between the 
Whigs and Antimasons hereafter. For the want lost the 
Legislature, loss can regarded; but inclined think 
that better that the Locofoco’s should have the perilous re- 
sponsibility which their ascendancy for the present gives them 
the Legislature. 

The victory next year will dim the splendor that 
1840. That cool judgment. You know never warm. 

The affair running Mr. Webster Vice President had 
still birth, and that without any aid from me. wrote letter 
declining make any engagements, hold out any promises, 
give any pledges, and taking the ground entire passiveness. 
extract from was read his friends, and they were 
perfectly satisfied with it. 

best respects Mrs. and Mr. Hunter. 

With constant regard 

The Hon ble Mr. Berrien. Clay 
[Addressed: Hon ble Macpherson Berrien Savannah Geor- 
gia Via Postmarked: “Lexington, Ky., Sep. 26” 
Forwarded Milledgeville. Postmarked: “Savannah, Geo., Nov. 
Notation Berrien: “Answd Nov 


Ashland Dec 9th 1843 
Dear Sir, 

received today, the eve departure New Orleans, 
your favor the 30th The diploma and volumes collec- 
tions the historical Society, which you have kindly taken 
charge for Washington, will thank you retain until 
receive them from you that city, give other directions con- 
cerning them. voyage New Orleans and journey after- 
wards the Southern Atlantic States, may attended with 
many contingencies that cannot even yet fix the time when 
shall reach Georgia. hope will about the 20th March. 

wrote confidential letter Crittenden, about Texas, which, 
does not show you, will thank you ask him let 
you 

The Senate will have most delicate and important duty 
perform, passing upon the appointments made the President 
the recess. And take the liberty saying you that, whilst 
spirit liberality should exercised, where party politics are 
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concerned, think there are high principles involved regard 
some those appointments. One class them comprehends per- 
sons, who have been sent abroad manifestly elude the action 
the Senate. those cases, seems that the Senate owes 
its own character and dignity vindicate its just constitutional 
authority and rebuke the defiance meanness the President, 
nor would pecuniary considerations weigh feather with me, 
asserting the proper participation the Senate in, the appointing 
power. There another class appointments, embracing persons 
who have basely abandoned their principles, with understanding, 
express implied, that the Executive should pay for their treach- 
ery the public appointments the Government. Sound moral- 
ity, political justice, and precedent all seem concur 
rejecting both these classes appointments. will asked 
how are they filled? would say that would continue 
reject, long the names persons should offered who fall 
within the principles have stated. The truth is, that the public 
interest would not suffer, the places which persons have been re- 
cently sent abroad fill, were remain unoccupied, during the 
residue Mr. Tyler’s term. The acting President leaves vacant 
foreign appointments the instance the French mission 
whenever pleases. The Senate has equal right decide 
when, their judgment, temporary vacancies may allowed. 
better that these vacancies should exist than filled the 
manner they are likely the present administration. re- 
quest that you will the favor when you next write Mrs 
Berrien communicate respects her and congratulation 
upon her recovery from her recent indisposition. 

faithfully your friend 

and obd=t 
The Hon ble Mr. Berrien 
Clay 

[Notation Berrien: Clay 9th Dec Answd 13th Jan 
This letter has outside address and 


Savannah March 234 1844 


Dear Sir, 

write under your hospitable roof, where the kindness Mrs. 
Berrien supplies with every thing render sojourn here 
highly comfortable and agreeable. arrived Thursday night, 
and shall remain here until Monday morning. expect reach 
Washington one the last days April. hope you and 
other friends the Senate from the South will not allow your- 
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selves, before arrival, decide favor lending yourselves 
the fraudulent purpose changing the Tariff 1842. find 
every where the South and South West the support the 
combined principle revenue and protection far stronger than 
had anticipated. Indeed the Whigs appear nearly, not 
quite, unanimous. But that remember you predicted me, near 
two years ago, would probably the case. 

reception here and everywhere that have been, during 
journey, has been most enthusiastic. Nothing could exceed 
the fervor the demonstrations which have been made this 
ancient city. 

Mrs Berrien will doubt inform you that, with the exception 
some slight indisposition her part, your family are all well. 
remain ever faithfully, Your friend, 

and servnt 
Hon. John Mepherson Berrien 
Clay 
Washington 
[This letter has outside address and 


Ashland 165 July 1844. 
Dear Sir 

received your friendly letter under date the York, 
sketching your future plan campaign, well your previous 
operations. The papers had apprized some the latter, 
and had demonstrated that you were working hard and working 
well. You should take care and not overtask yourself. hope 
that you will find plain and easy sailing Georgia. Such all 
accounts assure will the case. Still wisest always 
combat, without regard the weakness the foe, Napoleon 
Wellington were the field. 

You ask explain the cause the defeat which you 
anticipated for the Whigs Louisiana. That State has answered 
for herself, the most satisfactory manner. regard certain 
for Nov any State the Union. this State the 
candidate our opponents has the advantage personal popu- 
larity, and that fact will probably diminish our majority. But 
entertain fears the result. Nor that Indiana. Our 
majority Ohio will immense. fierce struggle progress 
Tennessee. Our friends are nevertheless very confident 
success. 

health now excellent. 


\ 
ic, 


an MEMBER OF tne 


membership certificate with Berrien’s name misspelled. 


as 
—— a ‘ 14 
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Present warm regards Mrs. Berrien Captn Hunter. 
Your friend 
The Hon ble Mr. Berrien Clay 
Addressed: Hon ble Macpherson Berrien Madison Georgia 
Via City Washington” Postmarked: “Lexington, Ky., Jul. 


Ashland Jan. 
Dear Sir 

have felt the same sort reluctance write you, you 
did me, prior your departure from home, after the Presiden- 
tial election. Its result was unexpected, say nothing the 
means which was brought about. Georgia, elsewhere, 
observe that you were defrauded. What are come to, 
there can preventive corrective these alarming frauds? 

hardly know whether have not been more grieved the 
event, from sympathy excited the wailing and pathetic letters 
which have received from affectionate friends than from any 
personal interest had it. appears that they will 
never cease pouring out their affections the most heart- 
rending 

But chief object now, writing you, express 
warm regard, assure you that believe you did all that could 
prompted the most ardent patriotism, and request that 
you will the favor present Mrs. Berrien, the young 
ladies your family, and Captain Hunter grateful and 
friendly respect and esteem. 

will not say one word passing public affairs, which 
observe state give all you much vexation and concern. 
faithf 

The Hon ble Mr. Berrien Your friend, 

Clay 
[Addressed: “The Hon ble Macpherson Berrien City Wash- 
ington.” Postmarked: Ky., Jan. 


Ashland March 1845. 


Dear Sir 

cannot allow your friendly letter the inst. remain 
unacknowledged, for other reason than that communicat- 
ing Mrs. Hunter grateful obligations for her very friendly 
message. Tell her, pray you, that does not become 
attribute ingratitude the Nation, account, but heart 
prompts own the gratitude which feels individual kind- 
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ness, her sex, and herself particularly. hopes, our 
Country, dark and dismal prospects seem, are that may yet 
taken care wise and merciful Providence. Tell Mrs. 
Berrien too that thankful her for the proofs friendship 
which she has given me, and for the feelings sympathy 
excited her breast our recent defeat. 

shall read with attentive interest your Speech the Texas 
question, when get it. happy bear humble testimony 
your manly bearing and your fidelity peace honor and the 
Constitution our Country. not surprized your desire 
retire from the scenes public life which offers little 
cheer the patriot and animate honorable exertion. And yet 
should extremely sorry hear your quitting the Senate. 

The arrangement the Committees, (and what arrange- 
ment is!) attracted fixed attention. Great God, what have 
come to! 

reciprocate all your friendly wishes and remain ever 

Faithfully 
The Hon ble Mr. Berrien Your friend 
Clay 
[Addressed: Hon ble Macpherson Berrien Savannah Geor- 


gia” Postmarked: Ky., Mar. 20” Notation Berrien: 
“answd”’] 


Ashland 12th Dec. 

dear Sir 

attentively observed, with friendly interest, the proceedings 
the Georgia Legislature recently, respect yourself and the 
appointment Senator. think you ultimately gained signal 
triumph, which you may proud, and which entitles you 
the congratulations your friends, and now come offer 
mine. was glad see you consent return the Senate, 
although fear you will have but little personal satisfaction 
that body, with such majorities are against the Whigs both 
houses. Unless, indeed, sometimes happens, when there seems 
hope, cheering light suddenly unexpectedly breaks upon 
us. went, remember, the Senate this time thirteen years 
ago, with feelings discouragement almost bordering despair, 
immediately after Genl Jackson’s second election. never one 
Session accomplished more than did during that Session. 

expected ere this have been Natchez Orleans, but 
most rigorous and premature spell winter has embargo’d me. 
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hope thaw few days will let off, and that shall 
able reach one those Cities before the close the year. 
will thank you present affectionate regards Mrs. 
Berrien, and accept assurances the constant esteem 
Your friend obt Servt 
The Hon ble Mr. Berrien Clay 
[This letter has outside address and 


Ashland Sept. 1846 
dear Sir 

You were kind enough recommend the House 
Mess Holt and Atchison Savannah, factors probity, and 
worthy confidence, and found them merit your opinion. 
After the dissolution the firm continued transact business 
with Mr. Holt, from whom recd. letter April last informing 
the sale quantity Cotton bagging, and promising 
transmit the a/c Sales. Since then have not heard from 
him, although have twice written him requesting the prom- 
ised amount. have feared that may dead, that some 
accident may have befallen him. And present object re- 
quest the favor any information can give about him. 

The Sale was made upon credit six months, and the 
time has not expired that may the cause his omission 
forward the a/c; but not think sufficient reason for 
the omission. 

request you present affectionate regards Mrs. Ber- 
rien and your family, and Captain Hunter. 

remain faithfully 
The Hon ble Mr. Berrien. Your friend obt. Servt 
Clay. 
[This letter has outside address and 
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CONFEDERATE NECROLOGY 
DIED 


Typhoid fever, the Home” the city 
Columbus, Ga., the July last, WILLIAM WILEY 
THOMAS, aged seventeen years and eight days. was member 
the “County Line from Chattahoochee County, and 
was his return home, when was placed the 
Home.” The ladies there bestowed every attention upon him; 
and, could their kindness—their attentive nursing—have prolonged 
his life, would have seen his parental roof once more. But 
alas! Wiley now gone! fills Soldier’s—a patriot’s grave! 
more shall see him earth! Peace him! 

are omitted four lines poetry] 
ONE WHO KNEW HIM WELL 
Cusseta, Ga., Aug. 1862 


Weekly Columbus Enquirer (Columbus, Ga.), Aug. 12, 1862. 


DIED 


the hospital Charleston, South Carolina, Typhoid fever, 
the 17th July, 1862, WILLIAM JOHNSON, the 21st 
year his age. was member Company 46th Regt. Ga. 
Vols. The deceased was son Radford and Nancy Johnson, 
Harris county, Ga. Also the 28th the same month JESSE 
JOHNSON, elder and only brother William F., the same 
place and the same disease, the 25th year his age. was 


Weekly Columbus Enquirer (Georgia), Aug. 26, 1862. 


OBITUARY 


SIMEON SMITH, Florence, Stewart county, Georgia, 
member Capt. Shepherd’s company, Georgia regiment, 
aged years and months, was mortally wounded the 27th 
June, the battle before Richmond, and died the next day. 
bore his sufferings with manly fortitude, complaining but seldom, 
though suffering intensely. Simeon made profession religion 
about three years ago, and joined the Church which 
remained acceptable member till his death. was the only 
child his widowed mother. his death mother’s fondest 
hopes for solace and protection are cut off; his companions arms 
mourn the loss brave soldier, and the church quiet and unob- 
trusive member; but they sorrow not those who have hope. 

FRIEND 


Weekly Columbus Enquirer (Georgia), Aug. 26, 1862. 
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Jefferson Davis and his Cabinet. Rembert Patrick. 
(Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1944. Pp. 
401. $3.75.) 


The recent publication Florida During the Territorial Days 
Dr. Walter Martin the University Georgia and Jefferson 
Davis and His Cabinet Dr. Rembert Patrick the Universi- 
Florida indicates the development inter-related scholarly 
production between Georgia and Florida. the latter volume, the 
work scholar from Florida, Georgians will note much inter- 
est and value about the Confederate activities Joseph Brown, 
the Cobb brothers (Howell and Thomas R.), Alexander 
Stephens, and Robert Toombs. 

Dr. Patrick has accomplished his Jefferson Davis and his 
Cabinet what other historian has far attempted; has 
appraised the long-neglected cabinet members individually and 
His treatment, achieved without the aid definitive biog- 
raphies (except that Judah Benjamin Dr. Robert 
Meade), proof the author’s resourcefulness and thoroughness; 
the excellent bibliography attests his mastery the subject. 

Georgian, Robert Toombs, went the post considered 
second only the Presidency importance, the Secretaryship 
State. Yet that capacity, writes Dr. Patrick, Toombs was 
neither able nor competent. 

the chapter entitled “Court Life the Confederate Capi- 
given enlivening picture wartime social life and 
description Mrs. Davis Montgomery and 
Richmond the “President’s wife” where she was “unable 
count many the leaders the haughty Richmond society among 
her real 

These highest civil officers who, with Davis, set Confederate 
policy and directed its execution represented true cross section 
Southern life, drawn they were from the ranks the planter 
aristocrat and self-made immigrant, wealthy Easterner and rugged 
frontiersman, Jew, Roman Catholic, and Protestant. sharp 
disagreement with contemporary critics and later conclusions that 
the Confederate Cabinet was “ridiculous chiper” whose members 
never dared declare themselves public questions, Dr. Patrick 
contends was “composed men tested ability; was not and 
never did become collection mere political hacks.” Gladstone 
credited them 1862 with having made nation. quote an- 
other English source, Lord Palmerston’s periodical, absence 
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that most material element all human undertakings, success” 
shrouded members the Confederate Cabinet with unmerited 
oblivion. 


Rollins College HANNA. 


John Stuart and the Southern Colonial Frontier. Study 
Indian Relations, War, Trade, and Land Problems the Southern 
Wilderness, 1754-1775. John Richard Alden. (University 
Michigan Publications. History and Political Scence. Volume XV. 
Ann Arbor: The University Michigan Press, 1944. Pp. xiv, 
384. Maps. $4.00.) 


This not life John Stuart, though plays prominent 
part the story here told. The shorter binder’s title 
Colonial Frontier, 1754-75 expresses the more general nature the 
work. Stuart was Scotchman, royal Scottish descent, who 
came South Carolina the 1740s engage the mercantile 
business. Having failed this endeavor, became 1761 the 
superintendent for Indian affairs the Southern colonies where 
made his place history. this position successfully dealt 
with the many troublesome questions that arose the relations 
the white man with the Indian, but especially regard main- 
taining peace between them and establishing boundary lines 
protecting Indian lands against aggressions. 

This work written highly scholarly fashion and read- 
able style, despite the great weight detailed facts that must 
necessarily carry, worthy sequel Crane’s The South- 
ern Frontier, 1670-1732. The first part Mr. Alden’s work deals 
with the Southern frontier during the French and Indian War, 
and not until part two reached does John Stuart make his ap- 
pearance. Mr. Alden has had great wealth source materials 
work with which was not available earlier writers subjects 
dealt with here, and is, therefore, not surprising that has had 
occasion revise various findings these earlier historians, nota- 


bly Carter, Alvord, Abernethy, and Archibald 
Henderson. 


The Letters Don Juan McQueen his Family. Written 
from Spanish East Florida, 1791-1807. With 
Sketch and Notes Walter Charlton Hartridge. (Columbia, 
C.: Published for the Georgia Society the Colonial Dames 
America Bostick Thornely, 1943. Pp. xxxiv, 89. $2.50.) 


John McQueen (or Don Juan later styled himself) was 
interesting figure early American history, about whom there 
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not great deal known. Mr. Hartridge gives illuminating 
sketch, which shows that was born Philadelphia 1751, that 
grew Charleston, South Carolina, that played some 
part the Revolution support independence, that had 
great hunger for land and lumber (which cut from his timber), 
that this fever took him Georgia where got deeply into debt, 
and that escape his creditors took refuge Spanish East 
Florida where became and remained both loyal Spanish sub- 
ject and member the Catholic Church. His family did not 
follow him there, though they did make occasional visits this 
rather pathetic hermit yearning for their company. died 
1807. 

Practically all these letters relate his Florida residence— 
few short letters and documents are concerned with his earlier 
life. Only twenty-three the fifty-one letters and documents pre- 
sented here were written McQueen himself. This collection 
whole valuable addition the source material the early 
national period American history, being especially valuable 
giving close-up picture conditions Florida under Spain. 
Mr. Hartridge has edited the letters with great care and complete- 
ness. There short introduction Professor Hanna 
Rollins College, and foreword Elfrida Renne Barrow. 


History Stories Milledgeville and Baldwin County. Leola 
Selman Beeson. (Macon, Georgia: The Burke Company, 
1943. Pp. xiv, 202.) 


This book faithfully described its title. not history 
Milledgeville, Georgia and Baldwin County, but contains 
great deal the material that would into any adequate his- 
tory that city and county. Mrs. Beeson has long been interested 
her subject and previously written excellent monographs 
it. She has that respect for contemporary documents and 
strict accuracy which characterizes the true historian. 

this work will found wealth short sketches 
great many incidents, historical “and institutions, and 
characters, which together offer fine tribute the rich historical 
position Milledgeville. addition there are the texts many 
inscriptions markers which have been erected there. Here 
excellent example the work that must done local history 


ever the general picture state and nation adequately 
drawn. 
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Builders Georgia. Gregory Murphy. (Atlanta, Georgia: 
Gregory Murphy, 1941. Pp. 227. 


This really Georgia miscellany not strictly series 
biographies. Here will found not only biographical appreci- 
ations such Georgians Dr. Thomas Spencer Powell and Mar- 
tha Berry, but also annalistic narrative the history Georgia 
from 1540 1940, short historical accounts the various reli- 
gious denominations together with some their chief leaders, and 
section described the author “One Thing Another.” Mr. 
Murphy the author most this book, but other writers such 
John Slaton, Louie Newton, Richard Reid, Ralph McGill, 
and Raimundo Ovies make contributions. 
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